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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 
 

“Predestined Unto Election”  
 

     Over the course of the next few weeks (Sundays, October 11th thru October 25th), I’ll present the scriptural mandates 
which support the doctrine of predestination and divine election. Several weeks ago this was a topic submitted by one of 
our congregants. I will admit that I was apprehensive at first about taking on such a “controversial” topic. A topic I had 
never before undertaken. But then, in a quieted moment, the Lord questioned my reluctance as if to ask, “Are you not a 
keeper of My Word? Are you doubting what Scripture clearly teaches?” Immediately, I was reminded of Paul’s words to 
his young protégé, Timothy, who said: “And for this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in 
you through the laying on of my hands. For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and 
discipline” [2 Timothy 1:6, 7]. 
     Professor Loraine Boettner, is a Reformed theologian, teacher, and author. He received his graduate degree from 
Princeton Theological Seminary and is best known for his works on predestination, Roman Catholicism, and 
Postmillennial eschatology In his book titled, The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination, he wrote: “The doctrine of 
Predestination receives comparatively little attention...and even when it is, it is very imperfectly understood even by those 
who are supposed to uphold it!” 
     Boettner writes: “Predestination is a doctrine which is contained in the creeds of most evangelical churches...” As for 
example, the Free Church of Holland and almost all the churches of Scotland…The established Church of England and 
the Episcopal Church of America, have a Calvinistic creed in their “Thirty-nine Articles”. In fact, the Whitefield 
Methodists in Wales to this day bear the name of ‘Calvinistic Methodists.’ Furthermore, predestination is subscribed by 
almost all of the Protestant denominations including: Methodists, Lutherans, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, as well as in 
many Baptist persuasions.”  
     But we would be wrong to think that this was a doctrine conceived by Calvinists. The doctrine of Predestination was 
taught not only by Calvin, but by Luther, Zwingli, Melanchthon, Bullinger, Bucer, and other of the well-known leaders 
during the Protestant Reformation. Boettner points out that this doctrine can be traced all the way back to the writings of 
Augustine, and yes, even to the Pauline epistles. In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul writes: “He predestined us to 
adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will…also we have obtained 
an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will” 
[Ephesians 1:5, 11]. Paul goes on to say, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” [Ephesians 2:10]. 
     Yet, in spite of numerous passages in both the Old and New Testaments, Bible scholars, theologians and laymen alike 
within Christendom, continue to take exception to this doctrine. Again Boettner writes: “The doctrine of Predestination 
has perhaps raised a greater storm of opposition, and has doubtless been more misrepresented and mischaracterized, than 
any other doctrine in the Scriptures!” One reason for this apparent controversy is that it seems to conflict with man’s free 
will. But does it? In the final analysis is man a free moral agent? Is man capable of determining his own destiny? We will 
address these and other issues in the weeks to come. 
     But perhaps the biggest drawback to this doctrine is that from all eternity God has foreordained some to everlasting 
life, while others remain dead in their trespasses. This obviously leads one to conclude that God is not impartial. And, to 
some extent, God is partial but not unjustly so. William Warburton, the 18th century Bishop of Gloucester, made this 
analogy: “Suppose that a lady goes to an orphanage and from the hundreds of displaced children, she chooses one to 
adopt as her own child but leaves the rest. Are we to presume that she was somehow unjust, unfair, or unrighteous? We 
must never forget [that]: “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, declares the Lord” 
[Isaiah 55:8]. 
Have a care, Pastor Cooper 
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Finance Committee Report 

 
For the month of August our unrestricted contributions 
were $22,112.00 and our expenses were $24,618.94.  
Contributions for the first three Sundays in September 
were $18,200.00. 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance Fund totaled 
$460.00 for the month of August.  This fund is used for 
building and maintenance expenses and to cover 
emergency costs that may arise.                  
 

     Your Finance Committee 
 
Notes of Thanks 
 

To the Congregation of GCC 
 
     Regarding my new right hip replacement, I just want 
to say thank you to my wonderful church family. All the 
prayers, phone calls and visits during this time made a 
huge difference in my recovery. My hip no longer aches 
from the arthritis and the surgery is healing very nicely. 
Folks, prayer does make a huge difference and again 
many thanks. 

Annette 
 
Dear Arizona friends, 
 
     It is with a heavy heart that I’m writing this letter to 
say thank you and goodbye to this community that has 
touched and supported me these past seven years.  
Recently I’ve realized that my declining health issues 
have compelled me to be realistic about my ability to 
stay here. 
     My daughter, who lives in Spokane, Washington has  
made a place for me in her home and after several 
months of consideration, I’ve decided that is the best 
place for me…I am so grateful for all of the Grace 
Community Church for making my life here so spirit 
filled.  Being a deacon has been an honor that I cannot 
even express sufficiently.  Working alongside this 
wonderful community in many different capacities has 
filled my life here in Arizona to the brim. 
     Please know that you all will remain in my heart and 
in my prayers as I embark on this new chapter of my 
life. 
With gratitude and blessing for your love and support. 
 

Sharon Wailor 
 
 
 

Dear Family of Grace Community Church, 
 
     We send you our heartfelt thanks for all the prayers, 
cards, emails and phone calls during Richard’s 
hospitalization. We felt so uplifted and supported by 
you, our praying friends! He is recovering slowly from 
his back surgery and is now able to walk without a 
walker around the house. He loves sitting with the 
wonderful prayer blanket on his lap. Thank you, thank 
you! It is not only warm, but also comforting and 
touching knowing prayers were said for each knot tied.   
      
     While progress is slow, we are confident that we will 
be back on our feet and looking forward to joining in 
worship at GCC with our Arizona friends by late 
November! Thank you again. 

In Christ Love, 
Richard & Suzanne Urwiller 

 
October Birthdays 

10/01  Barb Thompson 
10/03  Richard Lemanski 
10/03  Jacquie Petersen 
10/04  Kim DeFevre 
10/06  Bev Bair 
10/06  David Craig 
10/06  Betti Pflepsen 
10/07  Paul Battiste 
10/07  Jennifer Lemanski 
10/08  Mike Blackburn 
10/08  Elaine Delfosse 
10/08  Mary Ann Malotte 
10/10  Shirley Knox 
10/11  Ellen Maloy 
10/15  Ewalee Michalis 
10/17  Silas Wade 
10/21  Bob Smith 
10/22  Sharon Clanin 
10/25  Marie Wright 
10/26  Eural Southerland  
10/26  Kathy Walker 
Happy Birthday! 
 
  October Anniversaries 
 
10/05  Richard & Suzanne Urwiller 
10/07  Bob & JoAnne Williams 
10/08  Jim & Elaine Gregerson 
10/08  Richard & Jenifer Lemanski 
10/09  Rick & Pat Sontheimer 
 
Happy Anniversary! 
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Are You a Spectator or a Participant? 
 

     On September 4, 2015, the devotion in Our Daily 
Bread was titled “People Power”. The Bible reading on 
that day was Ephesians 4:7-16. It is a very familiar 
selection, but it never hurts to reread it. With the new 
Fall/Winter season approaching, I thought the passage 
was pertinent to Grace Community Church and its 
members. 
     In Ephesians 4, God’s plan for building His family is 
to use “people power”. As individuals He gave each of 
us the special gift of His grace (v.7) for the specific 
purpose that our whole body would be joined and held 
together by every supporting ligament, thus growing and 
building itself. This applies to His church so that its 
“body” would do likewise – grow and build in love, as 
each part does its work. (v16) 
     Every person has an opportunity to participate in the 
work of God’s family. There are no spectators. The 
devotion points out that “(I)n  God’s family we weep 
and laugh together. We bear each other’s burdens. We 
pray for and encourage one another. We challenge and 
help each other to turn from sin.” Let us ask our 
heavenly Father to show each of us our part in helping 
His GCC family today. 
     So, I repeat my initial question, are you a spectator 
or a participant? The Nominating Committee is getting 
ready to ask people to serve as elders and deacons. We 
will be looking for one person to serve as an elder and 
five people to serve as deacons. There are also other 
areas where opportunities exist for serving Grace 
Community and the Lord. You can make your interest 
known to any of the members of the nominating 
committee. Please prayerfully consider how you can be 
a participant. 
 
2015 Grace Community Church Nominating Committee: 
Elder Jan Evans, Elder Gordon Walls, Steve Jones, Dick 
Sleeman, and Nina Winn 
 

Women’s Ministry 
 

     Ladies, we hope that all of you had a good summer.  
Women's Ministry is now ready and excited to begin our 
new season of Luncheons and Programs.  Beginning in 
October we will initiate a "Getting to Know You" 
series with ladies of Grace sharing information about 
themselves.  Too often we are not aware of the 
extremely interesting lives and careers of our own 
members. Therefore, Ladies of Grace will present their 
life experiences intermittently with other Christian 
presenters during the season. 
 
 

    
  Ladies, please mark your calendars for our first 
Luncheon/Program of our new season to be held 
Thursday, October 15th at 11:30 a.m.  Our own 
Connie Geil will be our first featured speaker, and Betti 
Pflepsen will provide the musical portion of our 
program. Also, our lunch will be catered by Peter of the 
Links Restaurant.  Ladies, we know you won't want to 
miss this special event!! 
The cost is $12.00 and the sign-up sheet is in the 
Resource Center.  The deadline for registration is 
Monday October 12.  Please feel free to invite your 
friends to join us. We are anxiously looking forward to 
hearing from our Grace Family members. 
 

Memorial Services 
 

Janet Elizabeth Myers, 1:00 PM October 5th at Grace 
Community Church.  Light refreshments will be served 
afterwards. 
 
Jim Fraser, 11:00 AM October 17th at Grace Community 
Church. A lunch will follow the service. 
 

FYI Regarding Meetings and Events 
 

     It is the responsibility of the chairperson or 
coordinator of the event to check the calendar in the 
Resource Center to be sure it will not conflict with 
anything else for that date.  Also it should be marked on 
the calendar and the secretary needs to be informed of 
the event.   
     Most events require an announcement in the bulletin 
and many need sign-up sheets and the non-scheduled 
event form completed.  A great deal of planning, time 
and effort are put into the events by many people.  Some 
require a payment and a cut-off date for signing up.  
This is necessary so the proper amount of food is 
ordered or prepared and adequate seating is available. 
      Everyone working on these committees would be 
grateful if the cut-off dates are honored. 
 
Thank you, 
Ella Gignac, Church Secretary 
 
 

I love to tell the story, 
For some have never heard 
The message of salvation 

From God’s own holy Word. - Hankey 
 

Taken from Our Daily Bread 
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